NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to peRmit Qualified NYC Businesses to make pothole and sidewalk repairs after notice to and inaction by nyc
WHEREAS, NYC is unable to make repairs to all of the potholes in NYC streets and defects in NYC sidewalks, with some potholes and sidewalk defects remaining unfixed for years;

WHEREAS, there are tens of thousands of NYC residents wanting to perform some useful service in exchange for compensation, and many of them are sufficiently skilled to be able to qualify to repair potholes and sidewalk defects, if given the opportunity and reasonable compensation.
[Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address) _________________________________ _________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2007

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  ____________ _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2007

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Permit Qualified NYC Businesses to Make Pothole and Sidewalk Repairs after Notice to and Inaction by the NYC DOT”. 

2.
The NYC Department of Transportation (the “DOT”) is required to test and certify any individual residing in NYC as qualified for a NYC license as a “NYC Pot Hole Repairer” (the “Repairer”), upon payment of a $100 annual license fee.

3.
The procedure for pothole repair is described by the DOT in its website as follows:  “Once notified of a pothole, DOT assesses the degree or severity of the damage. The crew then removes any excess material or debris from the hole and, if there is a jagged configuration to the hole, squares it off. After this, asphaltic cement is poured into the pothole, which is followed by a mixture of hot asphalt. This material is compacted by machine and the hole is again sealed with the asphaltic cement to prevent water from penetrating the hole. Once this process is complete, the street is ready for traffic.”
4.
The Repairer is to report to the DOT the Repairer’s intention to repair one or more specific pot holes or sidewalk defects (described by borough, nearest street intersection, GPS address in latitude and longitude, dimensions of the pot hole or sidewalk defect, and the dollar amount to be charged for the repair; and the DOT has 7 days (168 hours) to effect the repair, after passage of which time without repair the Repairer may make the repair and bill the DOT for the Repair, with the DOT being required to verify the repair and make payment within 14 days from the date of receipt of the Repairer’s invoice (by fax, email, hand-delivery, U.S. mail or otherwise).
5.
The DOT is permitted to let a Repairer use any available DOT equipment required to make a repair, with an appropriate charge deducted from the Repairer’s invoice.

6.
The DOT is authorized to create an auction market to encourage bidding by licensees for designation by the DOT as the Repairer to make the repair upon winning an auction for that right. 
7.
The DOT shall set up databases and software designed to detect any fraud, such as the deliberate creation of defects for one or more knowing licensees to report and fix for the illegal profit by the group.

8.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Permit Qualified NYC Businesses to Make Pothole and Sidewalk Repairs after Notice to and Inaction by the NYC DOT
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

The implementation of this statute requiring the NYC Department of Transportation to license and employ NYC residents to repair street potholes and sidewalk defects, pursuant to a specified notification does not require any funds. The annual fees will provide funds to cover immediate administrative costs, and NYC will save on its costs of making pothole and sidewalk defect repairs, and NYC will enjoy a reduction in vehicle breakdowns and litigation expenses from owners of vehicles and others injured by non-repaired potholes and sidewalk defects. 
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at www.NYCBallotInitiatives.org.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives








P.O. Box xxxx








Times Square Station








New York NY  10036







[end of petition]

		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /07     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











