NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to PROHIBIT NYC AND ANY AGENCY OR OFFICIAL FROM ORDERING 9/11 WITNESSES NOT TO TESTIFY AND FROM THREATENING OR CARRYING OUT REPRISALS; AND TO REQUIRE 9/11 WITNESSES TO TESTIFY ABOUT 9/11 IN RESPONSE TO ANY SUBPOENA REGARDLESS OF ANY AGREEMENTS PROHIBITING OR SUPPRESSING ANY SUCH TESTIMONY
WHEREAS, NYC is the location where most of the 9/11 deaths, destruction and consequential injury occurred, and where most of the eye witnesses to 9/11 events were located before, during and after 9/11/01;

WHEREAS, many of the 9/11 witnesses in NYC were NYC employees (of such NYC Departments as Police, Fire, Emergency Ambulance Service), and were told or have come to the conclusion that they will be subject to reprisals in their employment in some way if they testify to what they heard or saw concerning 9/11; and
 [Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address) _________________________________ _________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2007

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  ____________ _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2007

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, surviving family members of 9/11 victims who died by reason of the 9/11 events in NYC, the Pentagon, and in Shanksburg, Pennsylvania have been required to sign a secrecy agreement prohibiting them from publicly revealing what they may know about 9/11, as a condition to receiving payment of a portion of the $10 billion fund supplied by the federal government for use in settling with the family members, as administered by Special Master Kenneth R. Feinberg, appointed by the United States Attorney General.

THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Prohibit NYC and any Agency or Official from Ordering 9/11 Witnesses Not to Testify and from Threatening or Carrying Out Reprisals; and to Require 9/11 Witnesses to Testify about 9/11 in Response to any Subpoena Regardless of any Agreements Prohibiting or Suppressing Any Such Testimony”. 
2.
NYC and each of its agencies, officials, employees, attorneys and agents (“NYC Officials”) are prohibited from discouraging or prohibiting any present or former agencies, officials, employees, attorneys or agents from providing testimony about what they witnessed or know about 9/11 events and from responding to any subpoenas to provide 9/11 related testimony.

3.
NYC Officials are prohibited from threatening or taking any reprisal action against any person who responds to a subpoena or provides 9/11 related testimony, in any public or private proceedings.
4.
Each person subject to subpoena in any federal or state court or other tribunal in NYC is not permitted to withhold 9/11 related testimony by reason of any agreement the witness or his/her family or business may have with Special Master Feinberg or any NYC Official or NYC agency.

5.
It is illegal for any NYC Official or NYC Agency to deny government assistance or benefits or threaten reprisal to any first responder or other person injured by any 9/11 events or as a consequence of such events for offering 9/11 information or testimony or discussing 9/11 events, publicly or privately. 

6.
It is the policy of NYC through enactment of this statute that the events of 9/11 shall be investigated fully and fairly and made public as promptly as possible.
7.
Any NYC Official who violates this statute shall be subject to termination of employment, and any person aggrieved by the actions of any such official in violation of this statute shall have the right to obtain relief in any New York or federal court of competent jurisdiction to obtain an order terminating the employment.of such official, without any forfeiture of accrued benefits.
8.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Prohibit NYC and any Agency or Official from Ordering 9/11 Witnesses Not to Testify and from Threatening or Carrying Out Reprisals; and to Require 9/11 Witnesses to Testify about 9/11 in Response to any Subpoena Regardless of any Agreements Prohibiting or Suppressing Any Such Testimony
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

The implementation of this statute prohibiting reprisals and requiring testimony regarding 9/11 related events does not require any funds.  
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at www.NYCBallotInitiatives.org.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives








P.O. Box xxxx








Times Square Station








New York NY  10036







[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /07     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











