NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to PROVIDE 100% campaign financing for election candidates seeking votes from all or part of nyc registered voters – funding to be supplied through office of nyc attorney general
WHEREAS, independent candidates and minority parties in NYC have been unable in most elections to win any election campaigns, unless the minority party nominates the same candidate as the winning Republican or Democrat Party;

WHEREAS, independent candidates and minority parties in NYC have financial obstacles making it difficult to even get on the ballot, but 100% campaign financing would be a substantial inducement for qualified persons to try to seek office through a minority party or as an independent candidate; and 
 [Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address) _________________________________ _________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2007

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  ____________ _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2007

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, there is little time for an independent candidate to raise campaign funds at the time he/she decides to make an independent run, and the parts of the campaign where funds are needed are: (i) prior to getting on the ballot, where the independent may seek and lose a party designation and have to obtain petition signatures to get on the ballot or to enter a primary election; and (ii) after getting on the ballot (either as a party candidate or as an independent) or with his/her name not on the ballot but to be added by voters as a write-in candidate. 

THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Provide 100% Campaign Financing for Election Candidates Seeking Votes from All or Part of NYC Registered Voters – Funding to Be Supplied through Office of the NYC Attorney General”. 
2.
NYC (through the Office of the NYS Attorney General) is to provide all candidates for public office who, in any way, have qualified to have their name appear on the ballot for the next general election in NYC, to be voted on by NYC registered voters, with the following amount of money to be used solely for legitimate campaign expenses of any type (hereinafter, called the “NYC Election Campaign Financing Funds”): $5,000,000 for any candidate for Governor, Attorney General, NYC Mayor or U.S. Senator; $2,000,000 for any candidate for Lieutenant Governor or Controller; $500,000 for any candidate for City Council, NYS Senate, NYS Assembly or Public Advocate. 
3.
Any other elective positions will be entitled to funds based on the number of registered voters in the voting area involved, at the rate of 1/3rd of the amount of financing per voter received by candidates for City Council.  
4.
Any funds not used for the campaign shall be returned by check to the source of payment. 
5.
Any candidate accepting such funds will be precluded from accepting any additional campaign funds until 100% of such funds have been spent, and will be required to return any funds already received from contributors as the first expense to be made out of the NYC Election Campaign Financing Funds.  
6.
Until the NYC Council enacts a rule or statute to provide such campaign financing through other sources, all of the funds under this statute shall be paid by the NYC Attorney General out of the proceeds of civil lawsuits brought by him/her, after first providing for expenses of running the NYCAG’s office, and secondly providing 1/3 of the remaining amount for providing healthcare payments to First Responders and other 9/11 victims in NYC. 
The estimated cost of this campaign financing is about $55,000,000 every two years. In comparison, the budget for NYC is $55 billion or 1,000 times greater than the campaign financing amount anticipated for a 2-year period.  
7.
Also, NYC (through the NYCAG) is to provide all announced candidates for public office, to assist them in obtaining nominating petition signatures, a total of $5 for each nominating petition signature required under New York law for the office they seek. As to statewide candidates, seeking to be placed on the ballot for the position of Governor, Attorney General, Controller, Lt. Governor or U.S. Senator, the required number of signatures is 15,000, and the amount to be made available to each such candidate to attempt to comply with such requirement would be $75,000 (15,000 times $5). Any unused amount must be returned to the source of the funds. This amount is independent of the public financing (as stated above) for candidates who have achieved ballot access, through party designation, primary selection, or independent petition gathering.  
8.
The NYC Board of Elections is directed to accept applications by any NYC registered voter for consideration by any or all candidates to gather signatures for compensation on an hourly, daily or weekly basis, but not on a per-signature basis unless and until the Courts have approved such compensation under supervision of the NYC Board of Elections.  It is the express intent of this statute that per-signature compensation not to exceed $5 per signature be legal and that it would help to effectuate the purpose of providing public financing to candidates for office, by enabling the candidates to anticipate the cost of gathering petition signatures. 

9.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Provide 100% Campaign Financing to Election Candidates
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

Funds to implement this statute (providing 100% campaign financing) are to be obtained from the Office of the NYC Attorney General, which statute is the subject of a separate Petition.
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at www.NYCBallotInitiatives.org.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives








P.O. Box xxxx








Times Square Station








New York NY  10036







[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /07     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











