NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to REQUIRE THE CITY COUNCIL OF NYC TO DISCLOSE ALL CONTACTS WITH THE CITY COUNCIL OR ANY OF ITS MEMBERS
WHEREAS, the City Council of NYC has 51 elected members from the five Boroughs of NYC; and is responsible for the raising of more than $55 billion in revenue each year; and is responsible for the expenditure of more than $55 billion each year, at the rate of more than $1 billion per Council member;

WHEREAS, a substantial number of contacts and pressure is brought on the City Council and each of its members to try to have the City Council take action for the economic benefit of the principals of the lobbyists or other persons making contact with City Council and its members; and

. 
 [Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address) _________________________________ _________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2007

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  ____________ _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2007

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, a disclosure of all contacts by anyone trying to obtain any type of action or reaction by the City Council or any of its members would be of substantial benefit in preventing fraud in the award of contracts by NYC and in the expenditure of taxpayer funds
THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Require the City Council of NYC and Each of Its Members, Officials and Employees to Disclose All Contacts Made for the Purpose of Influencing Action by the Council or Any of Its Members, Officials or Employees”. 
2.
The City Council is required to set up a website to list each contact with the City Council or any of its members, officials or employees, or any staff, employees, consultants, agents or attorneys of any Council members, starting on the date of enactment of this statute, including 

(a) the date of contact

(b) the name, address and telephone number or email address of each person contacting the Council or a member or associated person


(c) the method of contact (e.g., mail, email, telephone, hand-delivered communication, in person meeting or other contact)


(d) a brief description of the matter(s) involved

(e) an identification of any pending legislation or legislative activity involved in the communication

(f)  identification of each person who is a registered lobbyist


(g) identification of the organization and individual within the organization for whom the contact was made.

3.
The City Council may require each person making a contact to submit a Contact Statement providing all required information about the Contact, which would then be posted on the City Council website to comply with this statute.
4.
The purpose of this statute is to require public disclosure of contacts with the City Council and its members so that responsibility can be placed on appropriate persons for any failure to abide by the law with respect to award of contracts and expenditures of moneys by NYC.
5.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Require the City Council of NYC and Each of Its Members, Officials and Employees to Disclose All Contacts to Influence Action
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

No funds will be required to implement this statute. The Contact Statements can be prepared by the persons making the contact, reducing substantially the work required within the City Council to comply with this statute. The savings to be achieved through the required disclosures will result in savings for NYC far in excess of the comparatively slight expense of posting the required contact information.
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at www.NYCBallotInitiatives.org.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives








P.O. Box xxxx








Times Square Station








New York NY  10036







[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /07     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











