NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to AUTHORIZE 100% Payout Slot Machines for NYC RETAIL STORES (INCLUDING Bars, Restaurants AND Hotels) with Fees Supporting Local Senior, Pre-Natal and After-School Programs
WHEREAS, gambling is increasing dramatically throughout the country for a variety of reasons, with NYC scheduled to have slot machines (of the type known as “video lottery terminals”) at Aqueduct Racetrack (4,400 VLT’s); and already 5,500 VLT’s are installed at the Yonkers Raceway (Empire City) racino, plus the 7,200 VLT’s in Foxwoods (CT) and another 6,000 slot machines at Mohegan Sun (CT), and 61,000 slot machines in Pennsylvania, and about 100,000 slot machines in Atlantic City, just to name a few of the places where New Yorkers go to gamble; NYC loses the opportunity to benefit needy groups in NYC when New York City residents travel outside of NYC to gamble, and NYC retailers lose a substantial amount of business as well.

 [Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address) _________________________________ _________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2007

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  ____________ _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2007

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, there are many needy groups in NYC who could have improved lives if some of the interest in gambling were to throw off some income to support local senior centers and activities, pre-natal care for needy persons, and after-school sports and other activities for children.
THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Authorize 100% Payout Slot Machines for All Retail Stores in NYC with Fees Supporting Local Senior, Pre-Natal and After-School Programs”. 
2.
All retail stores in any county in NYC are authorized to install and operate one or more “non-profit” video lottery terminals or VLT’s (hereinafter, “gambling devices”) as long as the payback for each device is set for 100% or higher, with a 12-month licensing fee payable to New York City of $2,500 per gambling device.

3.
The fees are to be used first for regulation of the activities under this statute, with any excess amount to be used to set up and operate centers in the revenue-producing area for senior citizens, pre-natal services and after-school sports facilities and other services), with usage of the gambling devices restricted to individuals who can prove (with an appropriate identification card) they are legally permitted to purchase tobacco products in NYC . 
4.
No gambling device shall be installed or operated within 250 feet of any public or private high school.
5.
No one individual, corporation or other person shall have ownership or control, directly or indirectly, of more than 100 such gambling devices (except that gambling devices may be leased from the manufacturer thereof).  All gambling devices in NYC employed in businesses or organizations under common control of one or more persons shall be considered a single entity for purposes of the rule limiting anyone to 100 gambling devices.
6.
The gambling devices are to be used and marketed for the purpose of stimulating the business in existence before the gambling devices (the “Primary Business”) are obtained, and any advertising or marketing of such devices shall be in connection with advertising and marketing of the Primary Business.
7.
Retailers may deny use of the gambling devices to persons who are not customers or waiting to be customers of the retailer, so that the gambling devices may be used to promote the Main Business of the retailer.

8.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Authorize Slot Machines in NYC Retail Stores
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

No funds will be required to implement this statute. The $2,500 annual fee per gambling device is expected to produce revenues greatly exceeding the cost of regulation of the gambling activities permitted under the statute.
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at www.NYCBallotInitiatives.org.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives








P.O. Box xxxx








Times Square Station








New York NY  10036







[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /07     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











