NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to PROVIDE free BROAD-BASED information technology training for all adults residing in nyc and for all public high school seniors
WHEREAS, NYC is spending $25 billion annual for its educational programs but is failing to train NYC residents to obtain high-value employment involving broad-based information technology, which is in use by the nation's 27,500,000 small businesses, and the nation's small professional firms, religious and other non-profit organizations and small governmental and NGO agencies, with the result that fewer and fewer NYC adults have meaningful employment, and the nation imports trained persons from other countries instead of hiring NYC adults and other United States residents;

WHEREAS, NYC is failing to provide the information technology training because of the mistaken belief that the existing unionized public school teachers would not be able to teach the broad-based information technology program, when in fact anyone with reasonable computer skills could learn whatever else is required to be able to effectively teach the broad-based information technology program, which is causing a waste of a substantial part of NYC's $25 billion education budget;
[Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _______________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address, including No., Street, County, ZIP) 
_________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2013

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  [Circle or Underline One of the Following:]  Bronx     Kings    New York    Queens    Richmond
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2013

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, broad-based information technology is substantially different from the information technology skills employed by major corporations, the military and large governmental agencies; broad-based information technology is the technology being used and performed by the individuals who own and manage the nation's small businesses, including self employed businesspersons, who are in need help to deal with the ever-increasing advances in broad-based information technology; and

WHEREAS, broad-based information technology can be taught in the NYC public schools to adults in a one-year adult-education program at a cost of about $1,000 per student (30 people in a classroom), at a total cost of $1 billion to training 1,000,000 NYC resident adults, which would enable the graduates to obtain a job anywhere in the United States, without licensing, paying $25 to $60 per hour, or to become an independent contractor charging between $70 and $100 per hour.
THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Provide Free Broad-Based Information Technology Training for all Adults Residing in NYC and for all Public High School Seniors”. 
2.
Each public high school in each of the 5 Boroughs of NYC are to provide an optional one-year program of broad-based information technology (the "IT Program") as an alternative to courses and programs otherwise available to the high school senior, with the option of enrolling in the corresponding free adult education program being made available by Section 3 of this Act.
3.
NYC's Education Department is to establish and run, starting within 6 months from the date of enactment of this Act, a free broad-based information technology program for any adult residing in NYC (and any public or private high school seniors electing to take the adult education program)  "Free" means without any fees or charges to the student except for refundable deposits.
4.
"Broad-based information technology" refers to the typical information technology used by the nation's self-employed individuals, small businesses, small professional firms, small non-profit, NGO and governmental agencies, as distinguished from the information technology requirements of major corporations, the military, and large governmental agencies.

5.
All NYC and NYS statutes that conflict with this Act shall be declared null and void to the extent necessary to implement this Act, to the extent this is permissible under law, including New York's various Home Rule Law provisions.

6.
The costs for the IT program shall be paid out of the moneys saved by not providing other instruction in the high schools or in the adult education program to the students who enroll in the IT Program, and any additional costs shall be paid out of taxes levied by NYC and through seeking funding through grants of all available types.
7.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Provide Free Broad-Based Information Technology Training for all Adults Residing in NYC and for all Public High School Seniors
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

Funds to implement this statute (providing broad-based information technology instruction to high school seniors and to adults resident in NYC) are to be paid out of the moneys saved by not providing other instruction in the high schools or in the adult education program to the students who enroll in the IT Program, and any additional costs shall be paid out of taxes levied by NYC and through seeking funding through grants of all available types.

Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at lawmall.com/NYCBallotInitiatives.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives








c/o Carl E. Person







225 E. 36th Street – Suite 3A







New York NY  10016-3664







[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /13     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











