NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to PROVIDE PROPORTIONAL CAMPAIGN FINANCING AND REDUCED REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL CANDIDATES SEEKING ELECTION TO Any NYC OFFICE
WHEREAS, NYS has a set of laws in place regulating elections throughout NYS, including NYC elections; and NYS Home Rule Laws allow NYC to increase the NYS requirements and have done so through the creation of two NYC election agencies (NYC Campaign Finance Board and the Conflicts of Interest Board) which have rules and regulations favoring the Democrat and Republican Parties and their candidates (including the financing, promoting and hosting of debates and publicity events for the Democratic candidates), and make it far more difficult if not impossible for most other candidates including lesser-known candidates of any party to obtain public financing, obtain financing from voters, and ultimately to get on the ballot and win any elections. For example, a candidate for NYC Mayor has to raise $250,000 from more than 1,000 qualified persons before he/she can receive any public funding at all, and $250,000 is much more than most candidates can raise in the short period of time permitted with restrictions including prohibition of candidate self-financing in excess of $14,850.
 [Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _______________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address, including No., Street, County, ZIP) 

_________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2013

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  [Circle or Underline One of the Following:]  Bronx     Kings    New York    Queens    Richmond

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2013

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, independent candidates, minority parties and lesser-known candidates in NYC have to meet too many requirements for obtaining public campaign funding and for obtaining a place on the ballot in general elections and other elections held in NYC;

WHEREAS, the major political parties and their leading candidates are able to obtain public financing and a place on the ballot without the same obstacles imposed on independent candidates, minority parties and lesser-known candidates in NYC;

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that corporations are free to finance their political interests as a First Amendment right, in contrast to candidates for political office in NYC who are not able to run for public office without compliance with NYC statutes, rules and regulations that favor incumbents and the Republican and Democrat parties and their candidates; with the result that independent candidates are not able to obtain public funding and have too many meaningless obstacles to getting on the ballot;

WHEREAS, the foregoing conditions are the direct result of NYC statutes enacted by elected members of the Democratic Party reaping the benefits of the statutes at the expense of the other candidates and voters, including the enactment of the following NYC statutes:  (1) New York City Administrative Code Title 3, Chapter 7, known as the New York City campaign finance act; and (2) New York City Administrative Code § 12-110, creating the NYC Conflicts of Interest Board.

THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Provide Proportional Campaign Financing and Reduced Requirements for All Candidates Seeking Election to Any NYC Office. 
2.
The following NYC statutes and Charter provisions are repealed: (1) New York City Administrative Code Title 3, Chapter 7, known as the New York City Campaign Finance Act; and (2) New York City Administrative Code § 12-110, creating the NYC Conflicts of Interest Board; and (3) all provisions in all other statutes and Charter provisions in conflict with this Act.

3.
All announced candidates for public elective office in NYC shall be entitled to NYC campaign financing funds based solely on the office sought and the dollar amount of money raised lawfully under NYS law (including moneys contributed by the Candidate) by the Candidate, so that if one Candidate for NYC Mayor raises $100 and another Candidate for NYC Mayor raises $500,000, the amount of public campaign financing will be in direct proportion to the amount raised. If the funding is 6 times the amount raised by the Candidate, the first Candidate would receive NYC campaign funding of $600 and the second Candidate would receive NYC campaign funding of $3,000,000.

4.
This Act authorizes the NYC Council to enact laws to implement this Act, but only to the extent that such laws are not in conflict with this Act.

5.
This Act cannot be changed or repealed by any NYC statute other than one which has been approved by a majority of NYC voters at a general election.

6.
NYC may not enact any statute governing candidates for any NYC elective office requiring more from any candidates than is required under New York law, even though the New York Home Rule law would permit additional requirements.  This Act specifically withdraws from NYC the right to use the New York Home Rule Law to create requirements for Candidates for NYC public office greater than the requirements imposed by New York law, because of the use of such law primarily to enable incumbents and the Democrat Party members to get elected or re-elected. 
7.
This Act shall be effective as to all elections to be held after November 5, 2013 (except any runoff elections based on the November 5, 2013 election results).

8.
The funding for this Act is obtained from the savings realized by repealing of the statutes authorizing the New York City Campaign Finance Board and the NYC Conflicts of Interest Board, and a reduction of public funding for some Candidates equal to the public funding amount increased for other Candidates.
9.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Provide Proportional Campaign Financing and Reduced Requirements for All Candidates Seeking Election to Any NYC Office.
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

Funds to implement this statute are to be obtained from the savings realized by repealing of the statutes authorizing the New York City Campaign Finance Board and the NYC Conflicts of Interest Board, and a reduction of public funding for some Candidates equal to the public funding amount increased for other Candidates.

Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at lawmall.com/NYCBallotInitiatives.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to: 
 NYC Ballot Initiatives c/o Carl E. Person










 225 E. 36th Street – Suite 3A










New York NY  10016-3664
[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………....	…………………………………





    /     /2013     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











