NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to amend nyc charter to enable ballot initiative PETITIONs to be EXECUTED BY nyc VOTERS AND FILED ELECTRONICALLY WITH THE NYC BOARD OF ELECTIONS; TO REDUCE BALLOT-INITIATIVE petition-SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS TO 20,000; AND FOR CREATION OF opt-out EMAIL MAILING LIST FOR free but limited USE by all CANDIDATES FOR NYC ELECTIVE OFFICE
WHEREAS, the right of voters to enact laws at the local (NYC) level is a fundamental right of New York State residents and the exercise of that right to enact laws that the NYC Council and NYC Mayor choose not to enact is a largely unknown but potentially powerful right.

WHEREAS, § 37 of the NYS Municipal Home Rule Law permits amendment of the NYC Charter by NYC registered voters involving excessive requirements of two sets of petitions, the first requiring a minimum of 30,000 NYC voter signatures and the second of which requiring a minimum of 15,000 additional signatures, thereby creating unnecessary obstacles and delay in putting a voter ballot initiative before voters at a general election;

[Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _______________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address, including No., Street, County, ZIP) 

_________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2013

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  [Circle or Underline One of the Following:]  Bronx     Kings    New York    Queens    Richmond

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2013

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, the procedure for amendment of the NYC Charter within the Charter itself is not designed for use with petitions of the type customarily using § 37 of the NYS Municipal Home Rule Law; and

WHEREAS, numerous laws enacted by the Democrat Party and incumbent members of the NYC Council have resulted in NYC laws in which ballot access and campaign financing is obtained by such members, to the substantial and/or effective exclusion of challengers from all other parties and independent persons seeking a place on the ballot and the funds with which to compete for election.

THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:
1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Enable Ballot Initiative Petitions to be Executed by NYC Voters and Filed Electronically with the NYC Board of Elections; to Reduce Petition Signature Requirements to 20,000; and for Creation of an Opt-Out Email Mailing List for Free but Limited Use by All Candidates for NYC Elective Office”. 
2.
Section 37 of the New York Home Rule Law is adopted, with the following changes, as a third way for amending the NYC Charter:  Instead of 30,000 signatures, only 20,000 is required, and no additional signatures are required thereafter.

3.
No NYC statute or charter amendment enacted by voters can be changed other than by NYC voters at a general election.

4.
The NYC Board of Elections (the "BOE") is to maintain a website (the "Petition Website") for NYC voters to sign petitions online, after being issued passwords, without the need for any hard copies to be created or filed, with verification procedures to ensure NYC registered voters sign a given petition only one time, and to publish signature statistics during the life of a petition, which shall be for a 3-year period, unless application is made to the Supreme Court for cause shown to extend the life of a petition in progress.
5.
Any NYC registered voter may prepare and file one or more forms of petitions with the BOE for publication on the Petition Website.

6.
The BOE is to maintain a list of the email addresses for voters signing one or more Petitions being hosted on the Petition Website.

7.
This email list shall be made available by the BOE to candidates for any NYC elective public office, but only to the geographic extent of the candidacy (so that a mayoral candidate would have access to the entire list, and a candidate for NYC Council would have access to only the email addresses of his/her Council District.

8.
Competing candidates would have equal use of the list, but for use no more than 10 times during any election campaign.
9.
Each use of the list would give an opt-out option for the voter to be taken off the email list permanently, with the right at any time to be put back on the list at the voter's request.

10.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Enable Ballot Initiative Petitions to be Executed by NYC Voters and Filed Electronically with the NYC Board of Elections; to Reduce Ballot-Initiative Petition Signature Requirements to 20,000; and for Creation of an Opt-Out Email Mailing List for Free but Limited Use by All Candidates for Any NYC Elective Office
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

No funds will be required to implement this statute, other than the personnel to administer this Act.
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at lawmall.com/nycballotinitiatives.php and at voterlaws.com.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded and printed out. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives c/o Carl E. Person







225 E. 36th Street – Suite 3A







New York NY  10016-3664
[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /13     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











