NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to REQUIRE NYC TO own and operate a free ferry service from the fort tilden pier in far rockaway to pier 11 (south of wall street, in manhattan) or comparable piers to meet the commuting and travel needs of the NYC residents, homeowners, students and businesses of the rockaway peninsula (the rockaways), including breezy point, roxbury, rockaway beach and far rockaway, almost 130,000 population
WHEREAS, Hurricane Sandy in 2012 was the second-costliest hurricane in United States history and caused economic devastation throughout the Rockaways (a/k/a Rockaway Peninsula), with an overall population of almost 130,000;

WHEREAS, hundreds of homes were destroyed by Hurricane Sandy and at this time, in September, 2013, most of the destroyed homes have not been rebuilt, and much of the promised economic and other relief has not been provided;

[Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _______________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address, including No., Street, County, ZIP) 

_________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2013

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  [Circle or Underline One of the Following:]  Bronx     Kings    New York    Queens    Richmond

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2013

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS,  the Rockaways are an underserved with public transportation, with a Q22 shuttle bus for a 3-mile trip to connect with the A subway, and a Q35 bus going to Brooklyn (Flatbush Avenue), and a recently permitted privately-owned ferry from a pier at Ft. Tilden to Pier 11 in lower Manhattan at a monthly cost to commuters of about $250;

WHEREAS, NYC is operating a free ferry service for Staten Island, with a 2011 population of 470,467, and could establish a similar service for the Rockaways utilizing equipment already owned by NYC, as a needed component of NYC's plan to restore and revitalize the Rockaways.

WHEREAS, establishing free ferry service for the Rockaways would provide a major positive impact on the local economy for the Rockaways and reduce other costs of NYC in providing disaster relief to the area.
THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Require NYC to Set Up, Own and Operate a Free Ferry Service from the Fort Tilden Pier in Far Rockaway to Pier 11 (South of Wall Street, in Manhattan) or Comparable Piers". 
2.
The NYC Department of Transportation or other agency established by NYC for this purpose (the "Agency") shall set up, own and operate (or pay for a contractor to perform this service for the Agency) a 24-hour, 7-day per week ferry service for the Rockaways comparable to the service provided to residents of Staten Island.
3.
The service shall be free for all users as long as the Staten Island Ferry is free to its users, otherwise any charge for use will be at the same rate charged to users of the Staten Island Ferry.

4.
The service shall use the existing pier at Ft. Tilden, Rockaway Beach, if available, or a comparable pier (in existence or to be created), and shall go to Pier 11 in lower Manhattan, if available, or a comparable pier (in existence or to be created).

5.
This Act is part of the relief being provided to restore and revitalize the Rockaways after the economic and other devastation it experienced from Hurricane Sandy in 2012.

6.
This Act cannot be changed or repealed other than by vote of NYC registered voters at a general election.

7.
The funds required to pay for this activity of NYC is first to come from any available funds for the relief of victims of Hurricane Sandy, secondly from funds for relief of the Rockaways as to Hurricane Sandy, and thirdly from general revenues of NYC.

8.
If any private property is to be condemned through eminent domain to effectuate this Act the owners shall be compensated with sufficient moneys to be able to buy a comparable real property in the same area at the market price, to enable the homeowner and his/her family to remain in the area.

9.
If any provision or part of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions or parts shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Require NYC to Set Up, Own and Operate a Free Ferry Service from the Fort Tilden Pier in Far Rockaway to Pier 11 (South of Wall Street, in Manhattan) or Comparable Piers
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

Funds required to implement this statute are: initially, from any available funds for the relief of victims of Hurricane Sandy, secondly from funds for relief of the Rockaways as to Hurricane Sandy, and thirdly from general revenues of NYC.
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at lawmall.com/nycballotinitiatives.php.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded and printed out for use. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives c/o Carl E. Person








225 E. 36th Street – Suite 3A








New York NY  10016-3664

[end of petition zz22zz1]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /13     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











