NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition for a STATUTE TO RESTORE NYC STREETS AS THEY WERE BEFORE MAYOR BLOOMBERG TOOK OFFICE TO ENABLE CHANGES TO BE MADE THROUGH LAWFUL MEANS WITH PUBLIC NOTICE AND PARTICIPATION AND AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT; and to end surveillance ticketing for profit and secret surveillance through citi bikes
WHEREAS, Mayor Bloomberg during his 12 years ending in 2013, without notice, opportunity for public discussion and required environmental impact statement, to create additional traffic congestion and an opportunity to impose "congestion pricing" fees on motorists entering Manhattan during rush hours, made a series of changes affecting the streets and traffic in NYC causing millions of hours in delays and lost income, additional traffic congestion, road rage and personal injuries, and millions of wasted gallons of gas and diesel fuel and an estimated $100,000,000 in unnecessary wear and tear on vehicles;

WHEREAS, Mayor Bloomberg through his Transportation Department Commissioner created vehicle parking areas within traffic lanes; park-type areas with chairs and tables for observing traffic while sitting in the middle of it; bike lanes; and lanes reserved for making turns -- all out of the 4 or 5 lanes in main avenues being used and needed for handling moving traffic, with the frequent effect of having no lanes of moving traffic; closed streets to traffic for street fairs and other events without notice to motorists; and gave a no-bid license to Citibank's "Citi Bike" division to place 6,000 rental bicycles through hundreds of bicycle stations located in the highest-traffic areas of NYC, with no required insurance coverage for the bicyclists or persons they may injure.
 [Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _______________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address, including No., Street, County, ZIP) 

_________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2013

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  [Circle or Underline One of the Following:]  Bronx     Kings    New York    Queens    Richmond

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2013

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, Mayor Bloomberg through his Transportation Commission placed more than 2,400 surveillance cameras in Manhattan alone and thousands in other boroughs of NYC for the main purpose of issuing tickets to motorists, cab drivers, truckers and the owners of the vehicles being driven by them, as a means primarily of raising money rather than to regulate traffic; and NYC licensed Citi Bike to install 2 cameras in the "Citi Bike" logo box on of the 6,000 rental bikes to secretly record the bicyclist as well as the route that he/she is taking, for use by NYC in maintaining secret surveillance of NYC residents and others.

WHEREAS, the unnecessary costs imposed on residents, motorists, businesses and tourists have reached an estimated $25 to $50 billion per year for the value of 20 hours/year @ $30/hour for 8 million New Yorkers; loss of income and increased medical costs for the tons of additional carbon emissions inhaled; $5 billion in added fuel costs and $100,000,000 in added wear and tear; loss of business; increased costs to business of employee delays; and loss of multiplier effect in the economy.
THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Restore NYC Streets and Traffic as they were before Mayor Bloomberg Took Office and to Limit  Surveillance Activities”.

2.
Each of the changes made by construction or lane marking to any of the streets throughout NYC shall be restored to their original condition immediately before Mayor Bloomberg first took office in 2001, including the removal of all surveillance cameras, concrete islands and other structures, trees, parking spaces in the streets, bike lanes, other lane markings, parking signs, areas for tables and chair in lanes formerly used by vehicles.

3.
The Corporation Counsel of NYC shall seek to recover from Mayor Bloomberg personally as well as the corporations or other entities that performed the work the original costs of making the changes during 2001-2013 as well as the cost of restoring the streets and traffic to their condition immediately before Mayor Bloomberg first took office.

4.
Upon enactment of this statute, NYC's Corporation Counsel shall file a declaratory judgment action seeking to terminate NYC's agreement with Citi Bike on whatever legal grounds are appropriate including but not limited to (i) conspiracy to violate the civil rights of Citi Bike customers as well as any other persons who are being recorded by the two hidden video cameras installed in each Citi Bike rental bicycle; (ii) failure to obtain approval of the City Council or voters; (iii) failure to prepare an environmental impact statement; (iv) failure to give notice to the public for its consideration and input; and (v) possible unlawful payments, benefit or promises made by Citibank, Citi Bike or others to obtain the no-bid agreement.

5.
NYC shall destroy any files containing images obtained through any of the Citi Bike cameras.

6.
NYC, before closing any streets to vehicular traffic for street fairs, parades, races or other events, shall post temporary signs for motorists warning about the street closing, the number of blocks ahead, and advising them to make a detour; and to use any event or application fees received by NYC for such event to hire and pay otherwise unemployed individuals to distribute flyers showing optional routes to avoid the street closing, including an explanation of the signs being used to give motorists warning.
7.
NYC shall maintain on a daily basis a website dedicated to temporary street closings; with samples of the types of signs being used to warn motorists, and an explanation of how the signs work, together with a form of application by out-of-work youth (lawfully employable up to and including age 19) to distribute flyers to motorists. 

8.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Restore NYC's Streets and Traffic and to Stop Illegal Surveillance by Hidden Cameras Installed by NYC and by Citi Bike
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

The cost of terminating the Citi Bike agreement should be nominal, consisting of about 100 to 200 hours of legal time by attorneys for NYC.  The termination would take place only if the Courts decide that there are grounds for termination, so that there would be no liability for damages for any groundless termination.  Restoring the streets and traffic of NYC to pre-Bloomberg status would be an expense of $50,000,000 or more, out of the NYC general revenues, but 100% of the costs incurred already, together with the cost of restoration, could be recovered from Mayor Bloomberg personally and the corporations and others who performed the work for NYC, with the result that NYC may actually obtain a refund of some of the moneys spent by NYC during 2001-2013.
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at voterlaws.com.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded and printed out for use.

Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








voterlaws.com c/o Carl E. Person








225 E. 36th Street – Suite 3A








New York NY  10016-3664

[end of petition zz33zz42]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County (circle 1 below)








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………	Bronx Kings NewYork





    /     /13     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	Queens   Richmond











