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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TUITION-FREE EQUIVALENCY COLLEGE FOR EACH TOWN AND VILLAGE
For further information, contact Carl E. Person
Office: 212-307-4444  Email: carlpers@ix.netcom.com Website: election-issues-us.com
NEW YORK, NY, February 13, 2009  --  
Towns and villages do not have to wait for the Obama Administration and Congress to send them any federal stimulus money.  There are two things any town and village can do right now for its residents, to stimulate the local economy.  The first stimulus is to create task business for the town’s residents.  See my accompanying press release “10 MILLION JOBS CAN BE CREATED FOR $100 EACH (OR $1 BILLION)”.

The second immediate local stimulus is to set up a tuition-free (or low-tuition) equivalency college for residents of the town or village and surrounding area.  [Additional information is available at my website election-issues-us.com.]

The difference between “tuition-free” and “low-tuition” is negligible, because low tuition means about $2,000 per year per student, or the cost of a package of cigarettes per school day.

The reason that a no- or low-tuition equivalency college can be set up is that the cost of college-level instruction, when you strip out the non-essential elements, is the cost of student desks, rent of office space for classrooms, a black board or easel, an instructor, a curriculum, and a college administrator. The non-essentials to be stripped out are: library, dispensary, campus, ground maintenance, accreditation, student loans, bursar office, dormitories, food service and cafeterias, study halls, gymnasium, homes for the President and others, fund raisers, recruiters, recruitment costs, scholarships, investment funds subject to Madoff-type losses, parking lots, security personnel, campus communications and broadband, social rooms - you add to the list.

A website to assist villages with their curriculum choices will also provide a way for the equivalency college administrators to trade problems and solutions.

Setting up the college is easy, and in this order: find office space (which can be short-term rental space in areas where space is plentiful), publicize the availability of a tuition-free (or low-tuition) college for residents; sign up the students; decide upon the curriculum and textbooks; recruit and hire qualified instructors from the area; pay the expenses with the tuition obtained from the students (or sell life insurance on the lives of elder residents to raise the money needed to pay the college expenses); and start classes (preferably on a “rolling admissions” basis so that new students can enroll on a monthly basis and creates a regular source of income for the college – this requires that courses be given more quickly instead of being drawn out over a semester).

The advantage to students is that they live and eat at home, have minor transportation expenses; incur no student loan costs; graduate (with an equivalency certificate) without owing any money; and are taught by local instructors who are more apt to hire students they know who owe no money than a Harvard College graduate who owes $100,000 in student loans and would not be satisfied with the same pay that the equivalency graduate would be willing to accept. The village gets a better trained work force to earn a greater share of the nation’s economy.
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